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8. — The Life and Times of John Htrss ; or the Bohemian Ref- 
ormation of the Fifteenth Century. By E. H. Gillett. Bos- 
ton : Gould and Lincoln. 1863. 2 vols. 8vo. pp. xx., 632 ; 
xiii., 651. 

There is need of a good life of Huss in English, and Mr. Gillett 
has not, we regret to say, supplied the need. The two thick octavo 
volumes in which he narrates the life of Huss and the history of the 
Bohemian religious controversies are striking illustrations of the shal- 
low quality of much that passes for learning and scholarship in America. 
Mr. Gillett has not studied enough and does not know enough to write 
a good life of Huss. He is, moreover, deficient in the historic faculty. 
He has neither insight nor imagination. He rarely seizes the relation 
between character and circumstance ; he fails in analysis of motive, 
and he has no pictorial skill. He seems to have undertaken the task 
without any special qualifications for it. In his Preface he says: "I 
have felt that the Bohemian Reformation was justly entitled to a larger 
share of attention than it has yet received ; and such leisure as profes- 
sional duties would allow, during a course of several years, and rare 
opportunities of access to the necessary documents, have been em- 
ployed in elucidating a period in modern history but little known, yet 
scarcely inferior in interest and importance to any that preceded or 
that have followed it, with the exception of the Great Reformation 
of the sixteenth century." Whether Mr. Gillett means by " rare 
opportunities of access to the necessary documents," infrequent op- 
portunities or unusual opportunities, we are at a loss to know. If 
infrequent, he should have doubted their sufficiency. If unusual, he 
mistakes their character, so far as appears from his statement of the au- 
thorities used by him in composing his book. No scholar would think 
of writing the life of Huss unless he had at his disposal all the au- 
thorities to which Mr. Gillett refers, no one of which is rare in the sense 
in which that word is used by learned writers. Mr. Gillett seems to 
have had access to the common sources from which the modern ac- 
counts of Huss's life have been derived, and to have had no others. 
He has made no strictly original investigations, and has not come into 
possession of any documents with which other writers on the subject 
have not been familiar. 

The list which Mr. Gillett gives of books read and consulted for his 
work, affords a curious measure of his scholarship. It is made without 
any correct critical discrimination. One might suppose that an author 
would hardly undertake the life of Huss without a competent knowl- 
edge of German ; but when we find him referring to Schmidt's 
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" History of the Dutch " as a work throwing light on the relations of 
Bohemia and the German Empire, we are compelled to believe that 
his knowledge of German, if not of English, is insufficient for any 
literary purpose. The work which he means to refer to is one that he 
afterwards cites as Geschickt der Deutschen, — and of which the 
proper title is Geschichte der Deutschen von der SUesten bis auf die 
jetzigen Zeiten, von M. I. Schmidt. This work was first published near 
the end of the last century, and has long since been superseded by later 
and more accurate histories of Germany. 

Again, he refers, in his Preface, to " Oudin's Dictionary of English 
Authors," — a title with which we are unacquainted, and by which we 
suppose the author to refer to the well-known work of the learned and 
laborious Casimir Oudin, Commentarius de Scriptoribus Ecclesice Anti- 
quis. But such carelessness or ignorance is inexcusable in a writer 
venturing on such a task as that undertaken by Mr. Gillett. 

The pages of his book are throughout disfigured by mistakes in 
names. Thus, in the first hundred pages of the first volume, we have 
Steikna frequently for Stiekna ; Bishopteintz for Bischofteinitz ; Mul- 
heim for Miihlheim ; Boncicault for Boucicault ; and other mistakes 
even worse. Thus, on page 1 6, " the church of St. Galli " is spoken 
of, — a saint unknown to any English calendar, Mr. Gillett has per- 
haps read " ecclesia S. Galli," and preserved the Latin genitive in 
his English sentence. Again, on page So, reporting the phrases of 
the reformer Janow, he represents him as saying: "They [the pious] 
are reproached as Beghards and Turpins, Picards and wretches." 
Here Beghards and Picards are but different forms of the same word ; 
while by Turpins is meant Turlpinii or Turlupini, — a name of doubt- 
ful meaning, by which one of the many heretical sects of the four- 
teenth century was designated. The words of Matthias of Janow 
(which are not quoted by Mr. Gillett) afford no justification for his 
errors. They are simply, " Propter quod tales homines devoti, qui 
similia vulgo profano non agunt, Bechardi vel Turlpinii, aut aliis no- 
minibus blasphemis communiter jam nominantur." 

But errors like these, although such as a genuine scholar could 
never make, might perhaps be pardoned if the book in which they are 
found gave evidence in other respects of special merit or ability. But 
Mr. Gillett's style is as inaccurate as his learning. A few sentences 
from his volumes will show the quality of his writing. In his account 
of the Council of Pisa, held in 1409, he says : "On the 15th of June 
the Council proceeded to take measures for the election of a new Pope. 
Towards evening, twenty-three cardinals entered the conclave provided 
for their reception in the episcopal palace. Their session continued 
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till the 26th of the month. According to the monk of St. Denis, the 
conclave breathed nothing but disinterestedness, piety, and zeal for the 
Church of God. But the more plain-spoken De Mem forces us to 
question somewhat the sincerity of their devotion. Each of the electors 
had promised, in case he should be elected, to remember the cardinals' 
friends, and grant their demands." (Vol. I. p. 116.) The Italics in the 
preceding passage indicate a confusion in the author's mind. The con- 
clave appears at first as a suite of apartments ; then we find it breath- 
ing piety ; and finally it has to serve as the grammatical antecedent of 
" their devotion." In the concluding sentence, " each of the electors " 
means each cardinal ; and, instead of " the cardinals' friends," we 
should perhaps read, "the friends of such of the cardinals as might 
have supported his pretensions." 

On page 124 Mr. Gillett says, " One of the first acts of the newly- 
elected Pope was a bull in favor of the mendicants This order of 

monks had been established in the beginning of the thirteenth century." 
Just afterward he speaks of " these brethren of St. Dominic " ; and on 
page 127 he says, " The act of the Pope was evidently one of partiality 
and favoritism toward the mendicants, of which order he had been him- 
self a member." Now the mendicants were not an order. The Fran- 
ciscan mendicants were as numerous as the Dominican ; and Alex- 
ander V. had belonged to the Franciscan, and not to the Dominican 
order. 

These are but specimens of many similar exhibitions of careless 
statement and bad writing. Another fault in Mr. Gillett's style is his 
frequent repetition of facts of more or less importance. Thus, Vol. I. 
page 41, he says : " On June 7th, 1394, Anne of Luxembourg, wife of 
Richard II. of England, died. Her attendants returned to Bohemia ; 
many of them, like their mistress, had imbibed the views of Wickliffe. 
They brought back with them from England to Prague copies of his 
books. The new opinions found adherents." On page 57 these facts 
are repeated in words slightly varied ; but not satisfied with this, on 
page 67 Mr. Gillett tells us a third time of the return of the queen's 
attendants, and the spread of Wickliffe's doctrines through their means. 
We have not read the book carefully enough to assert that the same 
statements, for which, we believe, there is no sufficient historical evi- 
dence, are not repeated a fourth, and even a fifth time. 

So on page 41 we are told that the University of Prague was found- 
ed in 1360 ; and on page 48 the same statement is repeated. In both 
instances the date is wrong. The correct date is 1347.* 

* Mr. Gillett probably took the date at second hand, from some writer who had 
been misled by the circumstance that Trithemius, in the Chronicon Hirsaugiense, 
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We might extend the list of Mr. Gillett's mistakes to a great length, 
and give further specimens of the poverty and inelegance of his style. 
But we have done enough to show how far his work is from satisfying 
the just demands of criticism. It is not a pleasant task thus to exhibit 
the incapacity of an author who proposes to himself so respectable an 
object as the composition of an historical or biographical work on the 
scale of this Life of Huss. It is a painful task, indeed, to show that so 
much time has been wasted, so much effort thrown away, by an author, 
and such a hinderance as this big book put in the path of future students. 

We do not doubt Mr. Gillett's desire to produce a work creditable to 
his own scholarship and to American letters. He has done the con- 
trary ; and the least reparation he can make is to fit himself by years 
of honest and careful study to rewrite the life of a man who deserves 
so well at the hands of his biographer as John Huss. 



9. — The History of Charles the Sold, Duke of Burgundy. By John 
Foster Kirk. Philadelphia : J. B. Lippincott & Co. 1864. 
2 vols. 8vo. pp. 615 and 543. 

This important work reaches us too late to admit of an elaborate re- 
view in the present number of the North American. We are unwilling, 
however, to delay our welcome to it, and our congratulations of its 
author on having achieved a work honorable alike to himself and to 
American letters. 

The reader who brings to the subject of this History the common 
impression as to the character and capacity of Charles of Burgundy 
may wonder whence the materials could be drawn for the two ample 
volumes already completed, and the third, of which we have the prom- 
ise. But Mr. Kirk, by taking a broad European view of his theme, 
has with great skill and conscious power bound the fortunes of this 
hitherto discredited prince to great national and international move- 
ments, which testify to a dying past and bespeak a stirring future. 
Though as yet diplomacy on the grand scale had scarcely crossed the 
threshold of a new era, and no successor had yet appeared to vindicate 
the shades of Wickliffe and Huss, powers were at work, which were 

under the year 1360, says: "His quoqne temporibus Carolus Imperator IV. 
ex Rege Bohemias, ut supra [an. 1346] diximus, factus . . . Gymnasium . . . Pragse 
instituit, quod tarn Papae, quam suis privilegiis . . . minim in modum decoravit." 
The general phrase, " his quoque temporibus," indicates that Trithemius did not 
intend to fix the exact date of the foundation. The Papal bull establishing the 
privileges of the University is dated on the 26th of January, 1347. 



